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Today marks 20 years since the World Trade Center terrorist attacks in the U.S. and the
subsequent U.S. ‘war on terror.” As SOA Watch Council member Dr. Maha Hilal explores in her
new book, Innocent Until Proven Muslim: Islamophobia, the War on Terror, and the Muslim
Experience Since 9/11 , the past two decades have been marked by a profound
deepening of the apparatus of state violence rooted in Islamophobia

. The war on terror and creation of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) also took ‘the
intensity, scope, and funding of the U.S. border and immigration enforcement to heights
previously unseen in the nation’s history’ with DHS operating on the false premise that migrants
were a national security threat, as Ryan Devereaux writes in

an excellent article in The Intercept

Today also marks 48 years since the 1973 coup d’etat against Chilean President Salvador
Allende. The U.S. supported coup ushered in a dark era of military dictatorship in Chile, the
effects of which still are visible in Chile today.

Today, we remember those who have been killed, disappeared, tortured, imprisoned, and had
their lives destroyed in Chile, in Afghanistan, in the United States, and around the world. We
also recommit ourselves to acting in solidarity with those most affected by state violence who
are organizing for liberation and self-determination.
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