10-3-13 Ex-NSA/CIA Chief Hayden Jokes of Putting Snowden on Kill List
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When it comes to Edward Snowden, it's reasonable to expect a little hard talk from former NSA
and CIA chief Michael Hayden. After all, it is HIS baby that’'s been shamed by Snowden’s leaks.

But hinting that there are ‘lists’ on which Snowden should be is taking things to a new level.

Speaking at a panel discussion on Thursday, the ex-NSA director made it clear that he’s aware
of Snowden's nomination for a European Human Rights Award.

But Hayden revealed that he’d rather see the NSA whistleblower on a kill list than a short-list:

"I must admit in my darker moments over the past several months, I'd also thought of
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nominating Mr. Snowden, but it was for a different list," Hayden said during a cybersecurity
panel hosted by the Washington Post.

As the audience laughed, US lawmaker Rep. Mike Rogers, chairman of the House Intelligence
Committee, offered Hayden his support: "I can help you with that," he said.

Though Hayden didn’t specify exactly what list he had in mind, the idea was crystal clear and
fits with the threatening tone of previous statements he’s made on Snowden. He has previously
equated Snowden’s hacktivist supporters to terrorists, dubbing them “twentysomethings who
haven't talked to the opposite sex in five or six years”

and labeled Snowden himself a

‘morally arrogant young man’

who will probably

‘end up like an alcoholic’

Regardless, this latest kil list' remark is the most sinister of all Hayden’s thinly veiled threats
towards Edward Snowden.

The NSA whistleblower has recently made the shortlist of finalists for this year’'s Sakharov Prize
for Freedom of Thought.

Snowden is wanted in the US on espionage charges, after leaking secret documents revealing
the US surveillance program PRISM used to gather private data.

In August, he was granted temporary asylum in Russia, where he currently resides.

UPDATE: Mr. Hayden elaborated on his comments on Thursday via email to RT's Marina
Portnaya
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"The quote is correct,” writes Hayden. "I was intentionally broad and undefined and it was never
a proposal.”

"I never suggested he be put on any list. | simply reflected ruminations in my darker moments,”
he adds.
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