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Over 130 Civilians Killed in Attack on a Single Building in Western Mosul 

  

As the US airstrikes in the Iraqi city of Mosul are increasingly concentrated around densely
populated neighborhoods in the city’s west, the death toll from those airstrikes in spiraling
rapidly out of control, with the most recent figures out of the area suggesting around 230
civilians were killed overnight in US and coalition strikes
in just a single neighborhood.
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http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/us-air-strikes-mosul-230-civilians-killed-dead-isis-held-iraq-battle-islamic-state-a7646011.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/us-air-strikes-mosul-230-civilians-killed-dead-isis-held-iraq-battle-islamic-state-a7646011.html
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That’s an enormous toll, of course, but is reported from several sources telling largely the samestory, including that a single US airstrike against a large building full of civilians in Mosul killedover 130 people, while the other 100 or so were killed in the surrounding area.  Central Command said that they were “aware of the loss of life” and were carrying out “furtherinvestigation,” while insisting that all of their strikes against Mosul overnight “comply with theLaw of Armed Conflict.” Centcom’s official report for the overnight strikes claimed they’d hit “11fighting positions” and didn’t mention killing hundreds of civilians.  Britain’s Daily Telegraph reported  that the civilian death toll was mostly women and children,saying that the bulk of the bodies were pulled from just three adjoining residences in the Jadidaneighborhood. They speculated the civilians were “human shields” for ISIS snipers in the area.  That would be an awful lot of human shields, of course, and there wouldn’t be much point ofstashing them inside buildings where the US forces clearly either didn’t know where they wereor didn’t feel it amounted to a deterrent to bombing those buildings anyhow.  If the toll is ultimately confirmed by Centcom, which is a huge “if” given how often welldocumented incidents never end up on their official reports, it would roughly double the numberof civilians the US has admitted to killing in Iraq and Syria over the ISIS war. NGOs havesuggested the US strikes have killed well over 2,000 civilians already, and that’s not includinglast night’s massive toll.  
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http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/230320172
http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/230320172
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/03/23/coalition-air-strikes-kill-100-civilians-one-building-mosul/

