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PETALING JAYA: The Kuala Lumpur War Crimes Tribunal  unanimously found former United
States president George W. Bush and  former British Prime Minister Tony Blair guilty of “crimes
against  peace”.

  

The tribunal found that the two had planned, prepared and  invaded the state of Iraq on March
19, 2003, in violation of the United  Nations Charter and international law.

  

“The charge is proven  beyond reasonable doubt. The accused are found guilty,” read an official
 media statement from Perdana Global Peace Foundation, organisers of the  tribunal.

  

“War criminals have to be dealt with, convict Bush and  Blair as charged. A guilty verdict will
serve as a notice to the world  that war criminals may run but can never ultimately hide from
truth and  justice,” the statement read.

  

The tribunal noted that the UN  Security Council Resolution 1441 did not authorise any use of
force  against Iraq but the US proceeded to invade Iraq under the pretext of  the Sept 11 attacks
and weapons of mass destruction.

  

“Weapons  investigators had established that Iraq had no weapons of mass  destruction. Iraq
was also not posing any threat to any nation at the  relevant time that was immediate that would
have justified any form of  pre-emptive strike.”

  

With the findings, the tribunal has ordered  that Bush and Blair’s names be included in the war
register of the Kuala  Lumpur War Crimes Commission.

  

 1 / 3

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2011/11/23/courts/9959222&amp;sec=courts


11-23-11 Kuala Lumpur tribunal convicts two former leaders with ‘crimes against peace’

It also ordered the findings of the tribunal to be publicised to all nations who are signatories of
the Rome Statute.

  

The  tribunal, held for four days here, was initiated by former prime  minister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is also the Perdana Global Peace  Foundation president.

  

The tribunal members were Datuk Abdul Kadir  Sulaiman, Tunku Sofiah Jewa, Prof Salleh
Buang, Alfred Lambremont Webre  and Prof Emeritus Datuk Dr Shad Saleem Faruqi.

  

Prof Niloufer Bhagwat and Datuk Zakaria Yatim were recused as tribunal members.

  

Background Article

  

11-20-11

  

War crimes tribunal tries Bush, Blair
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A  War Crimes Tribunal in the Malaysian  capital has begun its hearing against George W. Bush
and Tony Blair,  charging the former officials for the invasion of Iraq and Afghanistan, Press TV
reports. 

The tribunal will determine whether the former US president and  British prime minister
committed war crimes and violated international  law during the invasion of Afghanistan and
Iraq. 

The Kuala Lumpur War Crimes Tribunal is an initiative by Malaysia's  former Premier Mahathir
Mohamad, who staunchly opposes US-led military  adventures in various troubled regions.   
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The hearing comes after two years of in-depth investigation,  including testimonials from Iraqi
war victims by the Kuala Lumpur War  Crimes Commission. 

According to the Kuala Lumpur War Commission, both Bush and Blair  had participated in the
formulation of executive orders and directives  to exclude the applicability of all international
conventions and laws.  

One complainant told the commission in 2009 that he was mistakenly  detained and kept for six
years in Guantanamo Bay under harsh  conditions. 

A notification of the trial was served to known addresses of the  two, and to the US Embassy
and the UK High Commission in Kuala Lumpur on  September 19, 2011. 

This comes at a time when the Perdana Global Peace Foundation has mounted a war crimes
exhibition in the Malaysian capital.  

The exhibition put on display gory images of decapitated bodies, to educate the public about the
inhumane effects of war. 

The exhibition also featured the infamous Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq  along with life-sized
mannequins to show the abuse and torture of  prisoners by the US army. 

Millions of people have lost their lives in the US-led invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan over the
past years. 
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